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A magnificent renovation of the historic 160-year-old 
building at 419 Carondelet in New Orleans showcases the 
finest craftsmanship of the mid 1800s with a modern twist 
on Art Deco, inspired by a renovation performed on the 
building in 1929. This historic rehabilitation of a pre-Civil 
War cotton sampling building was transformed into a luxury 
apartment building with ground floor commercial space 
by developer Beau Baudier and family and Architect Scott 
Welty. 

The building is fortuitously situated on the bounding lines 
of New Orleans’ Warehouse District and Central Business 
District and has front door access to the St. Charles Streetcar 
line, the oldest continuously operating streetcar line in the 
world.  

The location of 419 Carondelet – just five walking blocks 
from the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, six blocks to the 
French Quarter, one block from Lafayette Square, and 
across the street from the monumental One Shell Square 
Office Building – provides convenient access to events 
and festivals all around New Orleans. But the masterful 
renovation supersedes even the most amazing locale. 
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History Reclaimed:
As the building was being deconstructed, the builders, owners, and architects laboriously held watch and saved 
any parts of the structure that they could. Reclaimed wood floor joists were salvaged and milled into stair treads 
and flooring at the onsite millwork shop. The floorboards were laid in a herringbone pattern for a classic and 
elegant aesthetic that drives home the historic nature of the building when paired with exposed brickwork. Black 
high-gloss paint on trim and doors pair beautifully with brushed gold fixtures, creating an updated Art Deco effect. 
Traditional millwork was replicated to honor the original architecture of the building, also milled onsite. Brick 
was resused from an unsalvageable back building that had to be partially demolished; it was a perfect match for 
exterior repairs to the front buildings. Every parcel of the original building that could be saved was set aside and 
reconfigured into the rehabilitation. The Baudier family and Welty made onsite decisions daily as pieces were 
uncovered and assessed for usability in the project. Another example is the copper window storefront dating 
back to the 1929 renovation and used as a template to replicate the newer storefront replacements.  Wooden 
windows in the upper floors were also salvaged and repaired. Because of the special nature of this project, Welty 
stated that the design-build process was truly necessary to maintain all of the historic charm and save as much 
as possible.

Additionally, an interior stair in one of the second-floor units was determined a required historical element to 
preserve by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the National Parks Service. Although the winding stairwell 
was very tight and narrow and was not designed to current code, Welty was able to incorporate the original stair 
into the design of a two-story unit with additional hallway access on the above third floor for furniture moving 
and everyday entry if desired.

Baudier and his family utilized tax credits 
from state and federal authorities and 
worked with the Preservation Resource 
Center of New Orleans (PRCNO) to assure 
the highest levels of historical accuracy and 
preservation were applied to the project.

About the Building Complex:
The complex, consisting of three street-
lining buildings on Carondelet at the 
corner of Poydras Street and one back 
building- deemed largely unsalvageable- 
was joined together into one cohesive 
apartment complex. The front buildings 
were made into one contiguous apartment 
building with 16 units, thanks to the use 
of laser scanning technology and in-field 
construction adjustments. The renovated  
back building was reinforced with 
structural steel and poured concrete floor 
levels, designed to complement the design of the front building. The set of buildings are seamlessly integrated 
with coordinating balcony railings and trim detail, for an inspirational pairing of old and new. The rear building 
features two high-end private townhouses (approximately 2600 square feet) that are three stories each with 
two private balconies and an abundance of closet space. The units’ high-end appliances, modern bathrooms, 
and open floor plans are a rarity and seldom found in downtown residential units. The joining courtyard houses 
a fitness facility, a saltwater pool, and a luxury outdoor kitchen, offering a serene space in a downtown setting.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QlhAZcQ5_REuAJ6mK5b72KBKQCLcUTBd


A Compelling History:
Even more remarkable than the building surviving its 160-year history is the story behind the buildings’ original 
owner, Francois Dupuy. Dupuy, an African America Real Estate Developer, is known for being the fifth wealthiest 
free man of color pre-Civil War. Dupuy hired Joshua Peebles in 1858 to build the three, four-story brick buildings 
on Carondelet for $25,000. Peebles was a master builder, known for constructing the first Washington Artillery 
Armory and Hall, which has since been demolished. 

Dupuy purchased over one dozen buildings in the First Ward and Second Ward of New Orleans between 1828 
and 1854 and was intimately involved with the renovations and repairs to his properties notes writer Loren 
Schweninger in “Black Property Owners in the South, I 790-19 I 5’.” The Carondelet buildings were transformed 
into machinery shops and then printing services according to a 1908 map by Sanborn Insurance.
Dupuy was also an avid investor with shares in the New Orleans City Railroad Company and New Orleans 
Insurance Company, and a purchaser of United States Land Warrants. 
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